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http://www.deviousconcoctions.com/toepinchercoffin.htm 

  
 
 
 
 
     What you will need:  
      • 2 Sheet of 3/8 plywood  
      • 1 Sheet of 3/4 plywood  
      • 20 feet of base board molding  
      • 14 feet of crown molding  
      • 6 8 foot pine boards (3 4in, 3 6in)  
      • 4 hinges  
      • 6 coffin handles from ABCO Platers Part 
#19         (273-81)Ph.(215)634-6983  
      • 2 quarts of wood stain (I used (1)"dark 
walnut"        and (1)"golden oak")  
      • Satin or similar fabric  
      • Poly-fil or pillow stuffing  

      • 12in pneumatic cylinder (if you want the lid 
to         open independently)  

      • Misc. saws, routers, clamps, nail gun, drill, 
        screws, staples, etc.  
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I first want to start off by thanking Scott N. for his Coffin Plans. I did do a 
few alterations to his plans but my coffin is basically the same as his 
original plans. I will go into more detail as I go along.   

  
 I followed all of Scott's coffin plans except for the original dimensions. His 
 coffin is 17in deep where mine is only 14, which I think makes it look a bit 
 more proportioned.  
 
 I also didn't use 3/4 mdf board. Instead I used 3/8 plywood for the base as well 
 as the entire frame of the coffin. When I originally built coffins, they were first 
 built out of 2x4's then covered with masonite. They looked ok but were heavy 
 and not detailed at all. This coffin was built using no internal supports or 
 braces, but to do so, I had to use a nail gun with 1.5in nails and alot of patients.  
 
 First I cut out the base with the exact same dimensions as Scott's.  
 
 I also cut the lid out of 3/4in plywood with the same dimensions as the base. In 
 Scott's plans he used 3 12in pine boards that he glued together. I wanted to skip 
 this step and avoid the hassle of gluing, clamping, and sanding the 3 boards 
 together as well as I am using a pneumatic cylinder to lift the lid and I was 
 afraid that the pressure from the cylinder would eventually break the glue bond.  
 
 If you are using a pneumatic cylinder to lift the lid I advise that you follow my 
 advice. Now that we have our base and lid cutouts, I then cut the remains of the 
 1st sheet of plywood into 14in strips for the walls of my coffin . Unless your a 
 carpenter, I suggest cutting each piece independently and use 13-15 degree 
 angles on all butted edges.  
 
 Once you've cut all your panels and dry fitted them to ensure a correct fit then 
 you can start constructing. I used a generous amount of "External" wood glue 
 around all edges that were to be nailed then proceeded to nail all of the sections 
 to my base panel. After all sections were nailed to my base, I flipped the whole 
 thing over and proceeded to nail the tops of the panels together. Be careful if 
 your using a nail gun because on a few of the angles the nails wouldn't go in 
 and they were flying all over the place.  
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 After that part is done, I recommend sealing all joints with wood glue and let 
 the whole thing dry overnight. While it is drying take your dark walnut stain 
 and apply it to all surfaces that will not be covered by the pine boards(where 
 the handles will be).  
 
 Now that your glue and stain are dry, start applying the pine board walls. I used 
 the 6in board around the bottom and the 4in around the top. I once again used 
 13-15 degree angles on all of the joints. Don't nail or screw any of these boards 
 onto the plywood frame because we will need to router them shortly.  
 
 Once you have all of the base and top boards cut 1 8 foot strip of 4 in pine with 
 a 15 degree angle down the entire edge.  
 
 Now measure the distance between the 4 and 6in pine boards against the 
 coffins frame.  
 
 Now once you have all of the pieces cut and they fit to your liking, you will 
 nail the 6 sections(head, foot, and 4 sides) together so you can router them with 
 the bit of your choice. I used the fanciest one I could find. You will also be 
 using this bit for the coffin lid.  
 
 Now router all of the outside edges, and once that's done, you can glue and nail 
 the sections to the plywood frame. Dry fit them first to ensure that you didn't 
 miss any spots while staining with the dark walnut.  
 
 I advise doing one section at at time and work around the coffin.(don't nail one 
 panel on then jump to the next side, work from one section to the next)  
 
 Now your coffin should be coming along nicely. You may want to build this 
 away from the view of onlookers, I built mine in July and the 4 days I worked 
 on it, I had numerous disgusted looks and a visit by the police.  
 
 Now start applying the base board to the bottom of your coffin. Take your 
 coffin lid and router the top edge.  
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 Once you've finished this, you can start applying the crown molding to the 
 inside of the lid. This was the hardest part of the project and defienately the 
 most time consuming. When you are purchasing your crown molding make 
 sure that you purchase one that has atleast a 3/4 - 1.5in flat surface so you can 
 nail it to your lid.  
 
 Now once you've glued and nailed the molding to the lid, you can mount it to 
 the coffin and start staining with the golden oak. You can also go over the dark 
 walnut with the lighter stain and it will fill in the gaps between the pine and 
 plywood.  
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You are now ready to add the handles and padding.  
 
I purchased my "swingbar inhandles" from Abco platers. Jerry at Abco 
was extremely helpful in helping me search for the look I was after as well 
as giving me the option of having them come un-plated and unassembled 
to ensure me the look and fit I desired. Thanks Jerry. Abco Platers is 
located in Philadelphia and there number is (215) 634-6983. The part 
number is #19 (273-81)  
 
The detailed part info is a 270 arm a 381 tip and a 1.25 oval bar. Abco will 
also plate your handles per your request. The handles I received, as I 
stated before, were un-plated and were a perfect match for the look I 
desired.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

If you are into pneumatics, like I am, you can choose to have your lid open and 
close by means of a 12in pneumatic cylinder mounted to the foot of the coffin. 
See the photos below.  
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In order to have the cylinder hidden I chose to build a housing over the cylinder 
that would not only hide the cylinder but allow me to hide plugs or anything else I 
decided to add to the coffin's interior.  
 
I also added a pin switch that allowed my internal lights to only turn on when the 
lid was opened, therefore avoiding the risk of fire. That light gets really hot in a 
sealed and padded enclosure, so if you don't install a pin switch, I don't 
recommend adding a light inside. Regardless if you have a light or not please be 
careful.  
 
Most fabric will easily catch fire, if a lightbulb is near or touching it and I'm sure 
after spending a few hundred dollars and countless hours on this project, that you 
would want to see it as well as its surroundings go up in flames.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
The easiest way I found to pad the inside was to first cut the fabric so its about 8 
inches bigger(4in on each edge) than the area you are working on.  
 
Then staple the fabric to the edge with the fabric laying over the sides of the 
coffin(covering the handles).  
 
Now add your poly-fil to the inside of the wood and cover it with the flap of 
fabric and staple it to the bottom wall of the coffins interior. Do this to each side, 
bottom and lid of the coffin and once your happy with the way it looks, add your 
upholstery tacks.  
 
This is a must to get that thick padded look. Re-attach the lid and you're done.  
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By Me (Scott N.)  
An article that appeared in Haunted Attraction magazine June 1998  

reprinted here with their permission.  
Last year for our Halloween party, I wanted a coffin for a room centerpiece. I 
also wanted it to be realistic and I wanted to be able to use it year after year in 
a variety of ways. This sent me on a journey of all the stores, web sites, and 
articles I could find looking for the right coffin for my needs. All were either 
cheap cardboard, too small, or too expensive. After a lot of thought I decided 
to build my own. It cost me about $300.00 and here's how I did it;  
You will need,  

 • Ponderosa Pine boards-two 1"x4"x8' , two 1"x6"x8', one 1"x8"x8'  
 • Cheap pine boards-four 1"x12"x8' (some knot holes are okay)  
 • ACX Plywood-one 4'x8'x1/4"  
 • Medium Density Fiberboard (MDF) sheet-one 4'x8'x3/4  
 • Crown molding (Homebase #PPR609) one 12' length  
 • Casing molding (Homebase #PFJ428) one 10' and one 7' or equivalent  
 • 3/4" pine duck molding (custom molding shop)  

 

tools;  
 • Table saw  
 • miter saw,  
 • circular saw,  
 • drill & bits,  
 • bar clamps,  
 • nail set,  
 • hammer,  
 • router & bits,  
 • stapler,  
 • tape measure,  

 • hot glue gun.  
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Misc.  
 • 2" dry-wall screws,  
 • ½" wood screws (silver),  
 • 1" finish nails (not silver),  
 • wood glue,  
 • black upholstery tacks,  
 • 5" and 1" furniture foam,  
 • polyester lining material,  
 • 220 and 100 grit sand paper,  
 • stain or paint,  
 • 48" piano hinge (Homebase),  
 • six coffin handles (AEON).  

 

The first thing to cut will be the base, the measurements will be 17" 
at the head, 14" at the foot, 28" across at the widest point.  
 
From the top to a parallel line at the mid section (widest point) will be 
21" and the mid section to the bottom is 53 ½" (see fig 2).  
 
The fiberboard is very strong and you will need a sharp blade to cut 
it. I found that a circular saw with a rip blade works best. Use a strait 
edge to guide the saw and cut slowly, you may need to use a rasp to 
smooth up the edge a bit.  
 
Once you have the base you can start on the sides. They will be a 
little long and cut to size. The sides will be put together with wood 
glue and the plywood back will strengthen them and make a deco 
panel.  
 
Let's start with the upper side sections. You'll need to cut two pieces 
of 1"x4" and two pieces of 1"x6" to 22 ½ " long and four pieces of 
1"x8" to 3" long, use a miter saw for the best edge.  
 
Next, put them together like a frame with the 1x4 on top and the 
1x8's in the middle and 1x6 on the bottom and clue and clamp the 
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assembly, (see fig. 1) don't worry about the ends being even, you'll 
cut them to size later.  
 
Next, are the lower side sections. Cut two 1x4's and two 1x6's to 55" 
long and four 1x8's to 4 ½" long and assemble them the same as the 
upper sides. You should have four frame sides and a bottom now.  
 
Lets work on the foot and head pieces next. These two ends are 
made up of four pieces of a 1x12 board. They are two pieces joined 
side-by-side with wood glue and clamped.  
 
After the glue dries cut both to a total height of 17". The foot piece is 
cut to 14 ½" long and the head piece is 17 ½" long.  
 
Now for cutting the edges of your pieces. Set your table saw blade to 
the correct height for cutting 3/4" stock and set at a 45 degree angle, 
since your ripping an edge, you need to use your miter fence.  
 
The foot and head pieces should be cut at a 45 degree angle. The 
edge where the upper and lower side pieces meet should be cut at 
15 degree angles, keep this in mind (see fig. 2).  
 
Cut ONE end of all your pieces (45 degree ends), trimming off only 
enough to make a uniform edge. Set your pieces on top of your 
fiberboard base one-by-one where they will go and be sure to have 
the 1x4 upright.  
 
Measure the length (remember, measure twice, cut once) . After your 
satisfied with the measurement trim the pieces to length. Now you 
see why we made all the lengths a little long.  
 
All the pieces should be a uniform height of approximately 17" and fit 
snug next end to end. Note where each piece sits on the base board 
and mark it.  
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If you need to shim any of the sides to match height, then now is the 
time to do it. Next you attach the sides to the bottom. Pre-drill two 
holes from under the base up into the upper sides with a 1/8" bit (see 
fig. 3). And use 2" dry-wall screws and wood glue to secure them.  
 
Pre-drill three holes for the lower sides and two for the foot and head 
ends and secure them the same way.  
 
The strongest way to secure the edges together is to glue the joints 
and reinforce them with thin metal brackets. These can be made 
from tin that is 2" wide and 14" long (see fig.4).  
 
Screw the tin reinforcements in place at the inside of the joint and 
nail the outside of the joints with finish nails on both sides and set the 
nails, unless you have a biscuit joiner, then that's the way to go, I 
don't have one.  
 
To make the plywood backing, measure the inside height of your 
box. Set the table saw blade to 90 degrees and rip the 1/4" plywood 
to fit. Cut the plywood to length, it will take four sections, two upper 
and two lower.  
 
Now, lay the casket on its side and put glue on the pine side-frames 
and laminate the plywood sides to the pine (see fig. 5 & 8).  
 
To hold this firmly, screw the plywood to the frame with ½" wood 
screws making sure you don't miss the pine frame.  
 
Now is a good time to sand all the sides and clean up any rough 
edges that will show in the finished product  
 
You should have the box mostly completed now. The frame of pine 
you made with the plywood backing, has made a deco panel in the 
side of the coffin.  
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The molding for the bottom will cover the ugly joint where the 
fiberboard and pine frame meet, this is a trial and error fit process.  
 
Fit the molding all the way around the base mitering all the ends for a 
neat appearance. For the inside of the deco panel edges, you will 
need to miter the duck molding at 45 degree angles making a picture 
frame (see fig. 6).  
 
The molding will also cover any nasty edges you might have (I love 
molding!) Nail this in place and set the nails.  
 
Okay, on to the lid (fig. 7). First, cut three 1x12 boards to 73" long 
and approximately 8 3/4" wide each, use the fence on your table saw 
and set it to trim off 1/4" strips until you get to your desired width, you 
will use these strips later on the inside of your lid.  
 
Glue the boards side-by-side and bar clamp them together 
alternating the clamps one on bottom, one on top, one on bottom, 
etc. You will need to trim the lid to a width of 25 3/4" after the glue 
has dried .  
 
After the glue has dried, measure the lid to 12" at the foot, 15" at the 
head, and 26" at the widest point, mark the outline of the casket 
shape, cut to size with the circular saw and a straightedge.  
 
Now, with whatever router bit you like, I used a 3/4" rounding over bit 
set deep, router around the outside of the lid.  
 
Next, make a frame out of some scrap about 3" wide and 3/4" thick 
to follow around the underside edge of the lid (see fig.5). This is to 
attach the lining and crown molding to.  
 
When you've done this, glue the frame to the underside of the lid and 
let it set. While the lid and frame are setting, you can cut and dry fit 
the crown molding.  
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As with the bottom molding, this is also trial and error fitting. The 
crown molding will run around the scrap frame just under the routed 
lid edge.  
 
When the glue from the frame is dry, attach the molding using glue 
and finish nails. The molding has a lip at the top you can conceal the 
nail under, but you should still set the nail.  
 
At the mitered corners, the best way to glue and clamp them is with a 
miter clamp, if you don't have that then let the pressure of the butt 
joint hold it.  
 
If the molding you use will be what I used, it will be primed for 
painting, if you intend to paint your coffin then this is fine but I wanted 
to stain mine so I had to strip the primer off.  
 
Now for the lining. For the bottom you will need 5" thick foam and for 
the sides you need 1" thick. Figure out how much of the 5" thick foam 
you will need, I bought a 96x24" roll from a fabric store here where I 
live called "$2.00 fabric store" and it cost about $40.00.  
 
The 1" thick foam comes in 2'x4' sheets and I got five of them at 
about $4.00 each. The material is polyester lining, it looks like silk 
which is perfect. I got black.  
 
I also bought some black upholstery tacks from an upholstery 
warehouse at .99 cents for 24 , these look like big thumbtacks but 
when you set them they look like a tuck-n-roll job.  
 
First, fit the 5" foam in the bottom and don't worry about gaps against 
the side, the 1" foam will cover. Then fit the 1" foam to the sides 
using the strait edges for the top.  
 
Cut the polyester to fit the bottom by wrapping it around the 5" foam, 
tuck it in good and that's all you need to do.  
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Cut the material for the sides in two long pieces allowing extra 
material for wrapping around the foam and for the head and foot 
ends (e.g. One side is long for the head end and the other is long for 
the foot end).  
 
Tuck the material around the 1" foam and hot glue to the wood 
behind the foam and at the foot and head ends. The glue will seep 
through the material and hold the foam as well.  
 
Decide where you want the tacks to go, drive them through the 
material and foam to the wood underneath. The easiest way I found 
to do this is push the tack in to the foam then just whack it with the 
hammer and hope it sets in the wood, if you bend the tack just get a 
new tack.  
 
The lining for the lid is a little trickier. Lay the lid on the floor, stuff the 
1" foam pieces between the 3" frame and hot glue them when you 
figure out the placement.  
 
Now, here's where it's a little tricky, put the polyester material on the 
lid and set the tacks working from one side to the other. You must do 
this because if you attach the liner to the lid first or try to set the tacks 
in pairs, the lining will rip, this stuff doesn't stretch!  
 
When you have all the tacks in place, cut the material to shape 
leaving it a little wide so you can staple around the edge in to the lid 
frame and then take the 1/4" strips of wood, cut them to fit around the 
inside edge of the lid and over the staples for a neat appearance, hot 
glue them in place.  
 
Now the final steps. Sand the whole thing and stain or paint it to the 
color you like. I did not put a top coat on mine, I wanted an old look.  
 
The knot holes in the lid contribute to this effect. After I stained mine, 
I sanded it lightly and gave the edges a worn look.  
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The hardware for this thing is a 48" piano hinge for the lid, a chain, 
and six coffin handles. The hinge is from Homebase and the handles 
came from a company called AEON in Harbor City Ca., their number 
is (310) 534-0720. They have different styles to choose from and you 
must tell them that you need handles for a "toe pincher" coffin.  
 
They are very helpful and very affordable, my handles were $15.00 
including S&H, there's a minimum of $15.00 purchase, if you ask 
them they will send you a picture of the handles and a price list. I 
used the #3079 in silver at $1.91 each and was happy with the way 
they looked.  
 
I attached them with the ½" wood screws which are silver and look 
good with the handles. As far as the hinge, just line up the lid and 
use the screws provided and secure it, you might need two people, 
the lid is heavy.  
 
This makes a coffin large enough for a six foot tall person and it is 
23" wide at the inside middle.  
 
That's about it, the coffin is heavy so don't plan on lugging this thing 
by yourself. I have been told by people that it's too realistic looking 
(just what I wanted!) My crown molding has shrunk a bit but it adds to 
the old look I wanted, I can't wait till Halloween!  
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